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ELLENBROOK RAIL LINE — WHITEMAN PARK 
579. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
Can the Premier confirm that his recently announced plans for the Ellenbrook rail includes acquiring hundreds of 
hectares of land from the much loved Whiteman Park north of Marshall Road? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Swan Hills! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I saw the member for Vasse on television on Sunday night. It would be fair to say that she looked unconvincing 
in her criticism. She looked — 
Mr R.H. Cook: She did not look too convinced herself. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is right. She was given the lines. The office said, “You’ve got to say this.” Then she 
said it, but we could tell, because she does not have a poker face, that she did not exactly believe what she was saying.  
Here we are. We funded the Ellenbrook rail line. We released the plans. We consulted. We have gone through 
100 different options to arrive at the final option. We are building five stations. We got half a billion dollars out of 
the commonwealth. We are going through all the approvals processes. We are starting at the Bayswater station end 
and starting the construction of the remainder next year, and the member for Vasse is out there attacking us. What 
she failed to acknowledge and perhaps she did not know, but the Liberal Party promised it twice in two elections. 
In 2008, I saw Colin Barnett out there. He had a sign that said, “We are building a railway to Ellenbrook.” He got to 
office, fluffed around for a while and then said that they were not doing it. We arrived in office, as the minister said 
yesterday, and there were no plans or anything. We had to have a standing start, and we have got to this point at which 
we are building the rail. The land in question runs alongside Whiteman Park. Apparently, the Liberal–National 
government had allocated the land in question for a cemetery and a sports complex so maybe — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: One thing I learnt about Whiteman Park—the minister told me this some years ago and it was 
the subject of some discussion—is that it has a very high watertable. Therefore, placing a cemetery there might be 
problematic, yet that was the former Liberal–National government’s plan. To be fair, we are building a railway to the 
northern suburbs. It appears that the member is going to use every opportunity to criticise and carp. What she should 
do is say thank you to the government for delivering to the people of the north east. Do members know how many 
people will be living there by 2031? There will be 430 000-plus people. Today there are 320 000 people along the 
route. It is a burgeoning area. I advise the member for Vasse to go there one day and look. It is probably outside 
her area of knowledge, but if she goes there and looks, she might see that there are lots of people there. 
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